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WASHINGTON â��Â Assistant Secretary â��Â Indian Affairs Carl J. Artman today announcedÂ heÂ has
namedÂ E. Sequoyah SimermeyerÂ as Counsel to theÂ Assistant Secretary â��Â Indian Affairs.
Simermeyer, an enrolledÂ memberÂ of theÂ CoharieÂ IntraÂTribal Council, Inc., of North
CarolinaÂ who alsoÂ shares ancestry with theÂ Navajo Nation of Arizona,Â previously servedÂ as
aÂ GovernmentÂ Affairs Group AssociateÂ with theÂ National Congress of American Indians (NCAI), an
associationÂ of American Indian andÂ AlaskaÂ NativeÂ tribes in Washington, D.C. His appointment
becameÂ effectiveÂ on August 20, 2007.

â��I am pleasedÂ thatÂ Sequoyah SimermeyerÂ has joinedÂ my staff as counsel,â��Â Artman said.
â��WithÂ his experience andÂ background, heÂ will beÂ an importantÂ memberÂ of my team.â��Â 

A graduateÂ of Cornell Universityâ��s School of LawÂ with aÂ juris doctorate, SimermeyerÂ has
extensiveÂ legal, leadershipÂ andÂ community experience. His workÂ for theÂ NCAI
involvedÂ providingÂ legal andÂ legislativeÂ advocacy for tribal governments in theÂ areas of taxation,
land-into-Âtrust, theÂ Indian GamingÂ Regulatory ActÂ andÂ tribal-Âstate relations. He
providedÂ legalÂ consultation andÂ issueÂ analysis onÂ federal congressional,
administrativeÂ andÂ judicial actionÂ impactingÂ federal Indian policy for federal recognition, gaming,
taxation, trustÂ reform, energy, environment andÂ landÂ use. He also managedÂ projects at theÂ NCAI
on interÂgovernmental relations between states andÂ tribes andÂ on international issues
involvingÂ theÂ rights of Indigenous Peoples in partnershipÂ with theÂ UnitedÂ Nations,
theÂ Organization of American States andÂ theÂ Assembly of First Nations, aÂ Canadian
basedÂ tribalÂ organization.

â��I want toÂ thankÂ Assistant Secretary Artman for theÂ opportunity to serveÂ as his counsel for
IndianÂ Affairs,â��Â SimermeyerÂ said. â��AcceptingÂ this newÂ position is, for me, an affirmation of
my commitment to Indian people,Â whichÂ has been theÂ hallmarkÂ of my career.â��

In 2003, SimermeyerÂ alsoÂ heldÂ aÂ judicial externshipÂ underÂ JudgeÂ Arthur L. Burnett of
theÂ Superior CourtÂ of theÂ District of ColumbiaÂ as aÂ participant in theÂ Cornell LawÂ Schoolâ��s
studentÂ externshipÂ program andÂ workedÂ as aÂ lawÂ clerkÂ at theÂ firm of Hobbs, Straus, Dean &
Walker, LLPÂ in Washington, D.C.Â 

Simermeyerâ��s prior experience includes servingÂ as a teachingÂ assistant atÂ theÂ American
IndianÂ Law CenterÂ in Albuquerque, N.M. (2002)Í¾ DirectingÂ theÂ Akwe:kon Center, Cornell
Universityâ��s American Indian centerÂ in Ithaca,Â N.Y. (1998Â-2001)Í¾ andÂ servingÂ as aÂ research
consultant withÂ  theÂ Johns Hopkinsâ�� School of PublicÂ Health Center for American Indian
andÂ AlaskaÂ NativeÂ  Health in Baltimore,Â Md. (1998). He also heldÂ positions with NativeÂ Coffees,
Inc., aÂ companyÂ promotingÂ organically cultivatedÂ coffeeÂ from South American indigenous
communities, as anÂ environmental marketingÂ representativeÂ (1996) andÂ with BattleÂ Mountain
Gold, Inc., in San Luis, Colo., as an environmental analyst (1995).

SimermeyerÂ has aÂ Bachelor of Arts degreeÂ in Environmental Studies andÂ Chemistry with aÂ minor
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in NativeÂ American studies from Dartmouth CollegeÂ in Hanover, N.H. (1997) andÂ aÂ Master of
Study in Environmental Law from Vermont Law School in South Royalton, Vt. (1998). His
academicÂ experienceÂ also includes servingÂ as an adjunct professor at theÂ American University
inÂ Washington, D.C.
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